HSB4U – Social Science Research Paper

I.E. Weldon Secondary School

Learning Goal: You will demonstrate knowledge of course material/issues in the format for Social Science Research Reports used in post-secondary studies. 

Task: The culminating activity for this course will be an individually researched and written research paper on a chosen topic. These topics will reflect current issues we are facing that are both challenging us and having an impact, and then measure/compare your findings against how that issue is presented in the broader society.
Structure:
Title Page:

· Follow APA model for title pages.
Abstract:

· An abstract allows potential readers to decide if the research essay is relevant to their studies.  

· It provides a brief summary for the reader. An abstract typically does not exceed 120 words. 

Introduction:

· Provide context for paper with background information and introductory statements.
· Identify problems/key issues that are of importance.

· Focuses reader’s attention on what you intend to accomplish in report.
· Present the hypothesis of your paper – what are you trying to prove or demonstrate?

· Explain how your paper will contribute to the greater understanding of the subject.
Literature Review:

· In this section you will analyze your topic using valid academic sources (books, academic journals, news articles, appropriate websites, etc.)

· Summarize evidence from main sources to support the importance of the subject and your overall hypothesis

· This section constitutes a very important portion of your research paper and should be assembled in a logical order using several body paragraphs

Method of Research:

· Explain the method of your field work, and the development and use of your research tools (questionnaire, interview sheets, observation charts etc.)
· Discuss how you determined the topic and the best method for research; determined your sample group/those researched; discuss the location for your research if applicable; etc.
Results of Research:

· This shows the tabulation of all research in a systematic form.  

· Charts of data/statistics accompanied by generalizations are helpful.  

· This section does not include opinions or interpretation. Be brief and concise but do use full sentences.

Interpretation of Data:
· This section constitutes a major and very important portion of your research paper.

· This is an examination and breakdown of the findings from your research.  

· Compare and contrast your findings to the literature and discuss similarities and differences.

· Compare and contrast your findings to relevant course material (theories, topics, Schools of Thought, etc.)

Conclusion:

· Summarizes evidence in the main body to establish whether or not your thesis is correct

· Suggest reasons why your thesis is correct/valid or incorrect/invalid
· Suggest how your hypothesis should be modified – if it needs to be

· No new information!

Implications:

· Identifies the significance of the paper’s conclusions 

· Broadens the focus of the paper to suggest other factors that may be considered in the future

· Identifies how the paper’s conclusions relate to the social science(s) it represents

· Finally, how does your paper relate to society as a whole? Why does this matter?

References:

· A separate sheet citing the sources you used (books, online sources, newspapers, magazines, academic journals)

· A top mark on your rubric will have 6-8 sources

· You must include at least 2 books, 1 academic journal, and 1 magazine/newspaper in your list – The rest is up to you
Appendix:

· This is a separate section located after the references.  

· You will refer to these in the body of your paper where appropriate.

· Include a copy of any of the research tools (questionnaire, interview questions, observation charts, etc.) 

· Include charts or tables that do not fit into the body of the paper but might be referenced.

· Do not include copies of completed surveys or interviews. 

· Each chart, table, etc. needs a title (example: Appendix 1, Appendix 2, etc.)

